Climate Change Fact Shest
The scienceisin. Climate changeis happening today. Act now.

Earth’sclimateiswarming. Eleven of the last twelve years rank among the twelve hottest yearsin
the instrumental record since 1850.

Human activities have caused most of the global temperatur e increases since the 1950s.

Over the past 50 years, cold days, cold nights, and frost have become less frequent, while hot days,
hot nights, and heat waves have become more frequent.

Since the 1970s, droughts have become longer and more intense, and have affected larger aress.

Leves of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are higher than at any time in the past 650,000 years,
primarily because of fossil fuel use.

Mountain glaciers and snow cover have declined worldwide.

The extent of Arctic seaice during the summer has shrunk by more than 20 percent since 1978.
The Antarctic ice sheet isaso shrinking.

Storms with heavy precipitation have increased in frequency over most land aress.

Average sealevel worldwideison theincrease. The world' s oceans have been absorbing most of
the heat we are adding to the climate, causing ocean water to expand and contributing to the sea
level rise.

By the end of the 21% century, global average sealeve is predicted to rise by at least 7 to 23 inches
abovethe average sealevel for 1980-1999. Average globa surface temperatures are predicted to
increase by 3 to 7 degrees Fahrenheit.

The above information was presented in the key findings of the Intergovernmental Pandl of Climate
Change' s Fourth Assessment, released in February 2007. For more information, visit www.ipcc.ch.
Want to help? Seereversefor “ What You Can Do.”
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What You Can Do
Act today to help reduce climate change.

Consumetto fulfill aneed but not greed.
Recycle whatever you can — paper, computers, fluorescent bulbs, glass, cans, ...

When you buy your next car, look for the one with the best fuel economy. Each gallon of gasoline
you burn releases 25 |bs. of heat-trapping carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

Reduce the number of miles you drive by walking, biking, carpooling, or taking mass transit
wherever possible.

Replace regular incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs. Compact fluorescent
light bulbs use 60% less energy than regular bulbs.

Buy recycled paper products. It takes 70 to 90% less energy to make recycled paper and it prevents
the loss of forests worldwide.

Plant atree. Inaddition to storing carbon, trees planted around buildings provide shade in the
summer, reducing air conditioning costs and fossil fudl use.

Buy locally grown and produced foods. The average medl in the United States travels 1,200 miles
from the farm to your plate. Buying locally will save fuel and keep money in your community.

Choose energy efficient appliances when making new purchases.

Switch to renewable energy sourcesif your power company gives you the option. If it does not,
request thet it start.

Eat lessmeat. Methaneisthe
second-most significant greenhouse
gas and cows are one of the greatest
methane emitters.

Turn off your unused electronic
devices—televison, DVD player,
stereo, and computer.

Unplug dectronics from the wall
when you are not using them. Even
when turned off, items such as
hairdryers, cdll phone chargers, and
televisons use energy.

Move your home thermostat down 2
degreesin winter and up 2 degrees
insummer. Almost half the energy
we usein our homes goesto heating
and coaling.



